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an honorary member of the faculty. The students acclaimed
the old novelist in whom they recognized "a worthy and
direct successor of Pushkin."
"Since Turgenev was the most important representative of
Occidentalism at the meeting," wrote Strakhov, "it could be
expected that this literary movement would play the greatest
role and be victorious in the intellectual tournament that was
to follow."
After the session at the university, the delegates went to
the banquet organized by the municipality at the Nobles'
Club, All the toasts and speeches contained allusions to Push-
kin but no one dared to define the significance of this poet
for the Russian nation. At night, Dostoevsky publicly recited
the scene of the monk Pimen, and his voice was drowned in
applause. "But Turgenev," he noted, "who read very badly,
was recalled more often than I."
During the intermission, the ladies thronged around Dos-
toevsky, exclaiming, "You are a prophet. We have become
better human beings since reading The Brothers Karamazov"
On June 7 the solemn assembly of the Society of the
Friends of Russian Literature took place at the Nobles' Club.
Turgenev took the floor before an audience that was deter-
mined to be enthusiastic at any price. How could anyone
dislike this heavy giant with his white beard and gentle,
weary face? His gestures were elegant, his speech was beauti-
ful, studied, polished. But he avoided all embarrassing ques-
tions. Was Pushkin a national poet epitomizing the peculiar
genius of his race?
"I do not say that he was," said Turgenev, "but I would
not permit myself to deny it either." He concluded with a
panegyric to Nekrasov, the poet of rebellion.
This clever maneuver exasperated Dostoevsky who was